
5 June 2003 

Rob Steele

Chief Executive 

Standards NZ

Private Bag

Wellington

Dear Rob

Future of AS/NZ Joint Standards

The Construction Industry Council has collated a view of the membership in respect of the decision by SAI to withdraw from the ACA in its current form. BRANZ also sent out our message to over 300 customers and many of these have also responded to our request for a response. 

Whilst we have expressed an opinion on the basis of submissions received to date, it is clear that a considered response would need closer scrutiny of the options available before a final position can be taken. 

The general consensus appears to be that the development of joint standards is a matter of strategic importance to the New Zealand construction industry, and that the government should be brought into the decision making process at the earliest opportunity to assist in resolving the issue.

There is general dismay that SAI could act in such a unilateral manner. Many companies and trade associations have invested large amounts of time and money in the development of joint standards. Many companies rely on these standards because they either sell or manufacture on both sides of the Tasman.

There is ongoing criticism of the New Zealand government inadequately funding SNZ. One serious implication of the loss of joint standards would be that many construction standards might now need to be replaced in New Zealand. This would have a serious cost implication for industry to supply sufficient personnel to assist in developing comparable standards. 

I would request that you represent an industry position that is strongly supportive of a continuation of joint standards at your next meeting with SAI. Meantime, as discussed at our recent meeting, I would appreciate further detail on the likely options and their implications for this industry.

Yours sincerely

John Pfahlert

Chair, NZ Construction Industry Council

