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NEWS RELEASE
Safety Strategy targets construction sites
A five year health and safety strategy for the construction industry prepared by the Construction Industry Council was launched today by the Minister of Labour, Ruth Dyson.

The Minister signed off Government documents relating to the strategy at the Wellington Hospital new building site this morning and will host a formal launch of the document at Parliament Buildings tonight.

Iris Clanachan, Executive Director of Site Safe, said the strategy covering the 2005-2010 period was a milestone for the industry as it supported a partnership with government to address the high number of fatalities and injuries across the sector

“Although the number of fatalities reduced from 18 in 1996 to five in 2005 there are still 3700 workers off work each year for more than five days because of injuries.

“The ACC costs are $60 million annually and a conservative estimate of the cost to industry is three times the ACC compensation costs - $180 million. It is impossible to place a human cost on this in respect of individual workers and their families.”

She said that during the past few years there had been more than 30,000 workers enter the industry, most of whom were unskilled and unqualified.

“The construction industry is fragmented and extremely difficult to address as a single entity. We are pleased with this first step towards a partnership with government from a united industry perspective.”

The CIC strategy was endorsed by all sections of the industry and is structured to underpin the Government’s Health and Safety Strategy published by the Department of Labour earlier this year.  - Ends 
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